Letters to the Editor

Smoking, Parkinson’s Disease,
and Melanoma

In Response: We appreciate Dr. Grant’s observation
that smoking is associated with a decreased risk of
melanoma in some epidemiologic studies. This is of note,
as there is a well-established decreased risk of Parkinson’s
disease among smokers as well (1). Our study confirmed
previous findings that Parkinson’s disease is associated
with an increased risk of melanoma. In contrast, the risk of
most other cancers seems to be decreased, particularly
those related to smoking. Dr. Grant suggests that the
same mechanism that confers a lower risk of smoking-
related cancer in Parkinson’s disease may also explain
the higher risk of melanoma in these patients. Whereas
this is an intriguing hypothesis, the nature of our
current data does not allow us to provide biological
explanations for the cancer pattern we have observed in
patients with PD. However, as evidenced by Dr. Grant’s
comments, our findings may serve to generate ques-

tions about the relationship between Parkinson’s dis-
ease and cancer that can be better explored by future
studies.

Jane A. Driver

Giancarlo Logroscino

Julie E. Buring

J. Michael Gaziano

Tobias Kurth

Divisions of Aging and Preventive Medicine,
Brigham and Women's Hospital,

Boston, Massachusetts

Reference

1. Hernan MA, Takkouche B, Caamano-Isorna F, Gestal-Otero JJ. A
meta-analysis of coffee drinking, cigarette smoking, and the risk of
Parkinson’s disease. Ann Neurol 2002;52:276—84.

Copyright © 2007 American Association for Cancer Research.
doi:10.1158/1055-9965.EPI-07-2666

Cancer Epidemiol Biomarkers Prev 2007;16(11). November 2007



AAC_R American Association
for Cancer Research

BLOOD CANCER DISCOVERY

Smoking, Parkinson's Disease, and Melanoma

Jane A. Driver, Giancarlo Logroscino, Julie E. Buring, et al.

Cancer Epidemiol Biomarkers Prev 2007;16:2518.

Updated version

Access the most recent version of this article at:
http://cebp.aacrjournals.org/content/16/11/2518

E-mail alerts

Reprints and
Subscriptions

Permissions

Sign up to receive free email-alerts related to this article or journal.

To order reprints of this article or to subscribe to the journal, contact the AACR Publications
Department at pubs@aacr.org.

To request permission to re-use all or part of this article, use this link
http://cebp.aacrjournals.org/content/16/11/2518.

Click on "Request Permissions" which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center's
(CCC)

Rightslink site.



http://cebp.aacrjournals.org/content/16/11/2518
https://bloodcancerdiscov.aacrjournals.orgcgi/alerts
mailto:pubs@aacr.org
http://cebp.aacrjournals.org/content/16/11/2518

